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IQ.  (C/NOFORN)  MFA  advisor  Geir  Toennessen  contacted  us  on 
June  13  to  inform  us  that  Norway  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
a U.S.  delegation  to  discuss  the  remaining  issues  concerning 
a Host  Country  Agreement  (HCA)  on  how  to  deal  with  any 
possible  challenge  inspections  of  U.S.  storage  facilities  in 
Norway  that  could  occur  under  the  provisions  of  the  Chemical 
Weapons  Convention  (CWC).  Toennessen  said  that  either  June 
27  or  June  28  would  work  for  Norway.  Post  requests  that 
Washington  inform  post  immediately  if  one  of  these  dates  is 
feasible  but  also  notes  that  June  27  is  the  date  of  the 
Embassy's  annual  Independence  Day  celebration,  so  Embassy 
participation  in  any  meetings  on  June  27  will  be  sharply 
limited.  June  28  would  be  a better  date  for  these 
discussions  in  Post's  perspective. 

1.2 . (C/NOFORN)  Toennessen  said  that  Norway  had  no  written 
comments  to  return  to  us  on  previous  U.S.  comments  to  the 
Norwegian  HCA  draft.  Toennessen  said,  however,  that  the 
Norwegian  MFA  and  MOD  lawyers  were  in  complete  agreement  that 
Norway  could  not/not  accept  our  suggestion  that  the  U.S. 
would  be  the  inspected  party.  If  there  is  a challenge 
inspection,  Norway  would  have  to  be  the  inspected  party, 
Toennessen  said.  Apart  from  this  major  exception  to  our 
comments,  Toennessen  thought  that  Norway  could  agree 
relatively  easily  the  rest  of  the  issues  we  raise  with  the 
Norwegian  draft. 
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